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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
February 20th, 8:15 PM
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN​ that the General Studies Student Council of Columbia University will hold a REGULAR meeting on October 17th 8:15 PM. The meeting information is noted below. The General Studies Student Council reserves the right to suspend the orders of the day if necessary to conduct business. All General Studies Student Council meetings are held in locations that are wheelchair accessible. Other disability-related accommodations will be provided to persons with disabilities upon request. Persons requesting such accommodations should notify the General Studies Student Council President no less than three (3) working days prior to the meeting. The General Studies Student Council will make efforts to meet requests made after such date, if possible. Please also contact the General Studies Student Council Executive Board for any agenda-related questions.
I. Order of Business
A. Call to order
B. Roll Call
	Officer
	Status
	
	Officer
	Status

	President Nasser Odetallah
	P
	
	Treasurer Michael Galvin
	P

	VP of Policy Savanah Shulkin
	P
	
	*Finance Coordinator Rychard Tymakhovych
	P

	VP of Finance Simas Chacar-Palubinskas
	P
	
	Social Media Rep. Isabel Tenney
	P

	VP of Communications Oliver Neale
	P
	
	Technology Chair Jacob Resnick
	P

	VP of Campus Life Kat Zimmermann
	P
	
	*Content Coordinator Evan Edler
	P

	Chief of Policy Jonathan DuCloud
	P
	
	*Communications Coordinator Caroline Nicholson
	P

	Chief of Finance Eric Yu
	P
	
	Alumni Affairs Rep. Clara Kruijtzer
	P

	Chief of Communications Melanie Wells
	E
	
	International Students Rep. Aoife Houlihan
	P

	Chief of Campus Life Olivia McAlpine
	E
	
	Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS) Rep. Ilan Cohen
	Z

	Student Services & Academic Affairs Rep. Oscar Wolfe
	P
	
	Community Service and Sustainability Rep. Jemima Kingdon Jones
	U

	First-Generation, Low-Income, and Working Students Representative Chelsey Giraldo
	P
	
	Senior Class President Faith Grady
	P

	Veteran Students Rep. Brian Williams
	P
	
	Senior Class Vice President Nick Feibel
	P

	Students with Disabilities Rep. Alec Rodriguez Stangle
	P
	
	First Year Class President Lily Canter
	P

	Diversity & Equity Rep. Madison Cabellos-Rivera
	P
	
	First Year Class Vice President Ayşe Lara Selçuker
	P

	Health & Wellness Rep. Malika Ali
	P
	
	Dual BA & Joint Program Rep. Taylor Moniz
	P

	*Commuting Students & Students with Families Rep. Walter Koike-Sieira
	P
	
	*Campus Life Coordinator Haya Fine
	U

	*Policy Coordinator Alina Kreynovich
	P
	
	University Senator Bruce Goumain
	E

	*Policy Coordinator Marquise Johnson
	P
	
	
	

	*Policy Coordinator May Tun
	P
	
	Voting Members: 27 → Quorum → 20                                        Total:
	24


 
C. Adoption of the Current Agenda for February 20th, 2024
1. Motion Passes/Fails- PASSES
D. Adoption of the Meeting Minutes from February 13th, 2024
1. Motion Passes/Fails- PASSES
II. [bookmark: _2km9osd4lsrj]REPORTS
A. President
1. General upcoming report
a) Instagram takeovers going well!
(1) More coming soon
b) Cosponsorships, events, policy stuff
c) Town hall next week
d) More VP meetings to discuss
e) Glasshouse rocks
f) Forms
g) Lots going on
2. More
a) Dining advisory committee
(1) Faculty House and Fac shack are switching menus on Thursdays
(a) “Freaky Thursday”
(b) Good engagement
(2) Valentine's giveaway - super popular, very cute
(3) Dining Merch coming soon!
(4) Status of price in question
(5) Battle of the dining halls is happening soon
(6) Waitlist- so sign up!
3. PDF statement coming up
4. Spring survey for GSSC coming out
5. Teaching Administrative Excellence award
a) Due march 19
b) Will be in the newsletter
6. Let Savannah and Kat and Simas know about every co-sponsor events
a) Finance needs to be aware
b) All budget teams need to be aware
B. Policy
1. First joint policy meeting
a) Lots discussed, lots going on
b) Bringing in representatives to discuss events with each other
2. Teaching and Administrative Excellence Awards
a) Avenue through which students can nominate a favorite faculty/administrator for awards
b) Form going out soon 
C. Finance
1. none
D. Communications
1. attendance!!! you should be emailing and texting and emailing and texting some more to tell your VP for committee meetings
2. for general body, you have to email Nasser and Oliver (as far in advance as possible please!)
a) Come to meetings!
E. Campus Life
1. GHR Reminder
a) this Thursday from 8-12! it will be fun be there! all info is on instagram already
2. Redroom Dance Class
a) saturday night, hosted by madison! get hyped

III. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Dual BA Spring Coffee Chat- Isabel
a. Lewisohn 602 Friday March 29th, 10:30-12pm
b. The first one went great!
c. $160 from student events line item for coffee and hot chocolate
d. Passes
2. Senior Subsidies
a. events: senior gala, senior brunch, and baseball game(s)
i. games on saturday and sunday for religious concerns
b. gala and brunch prices are subsidized by councils
i. base prices: $130 for gala and $80 for brunch
ii. all the other councils are subsidizing down to $50 for each
c. it’s out of our budget to subsidize to that level, so we’re subsidizing down to $70 for gala and $60 for brunch
i. basically giving some of our tickets back that we didn’t sell
d. motion is to allocate $5,941.79 from line items [TBD]
e. Passes
3. LENS Survey
a. From the student help advisory committee
b. DO IT - we have sent a bunch of emails about it
i. It takes 25 minutes
1. Little focus
ii. Every change comes from these surveys
iii. It's about your physical and mental health
iv. Affects Columbia AND New York State
v. Super important
vi. Do it
vii. Influences everything about this university
viii. Anonymous!
ix. Asks about comfort on campus
x. HELPS STUDENTS
4. GSSC PDF Statement 
a. Meetings with academic policy committees
b. Committee on instruction, too
i. Discussed Pass/Fail Suggestions
ii. Everyone has been asking for Pass/Fail every semester for spring 2020
c. good/bad consequences
i. Pass/Fail became used as a mechanism to deal with crises
ii. University should deal with crises
d. Pass/fail should be used to take advantage of the liberal arts curriculum
e. What is changing?
i. Everything
f. Pass/fail is going to be for the beginning of the following semester
i. To retroactively cover a class from the previous semester
1. No more in-the-moment debate
ii. Pass/fail is to go through the class!
iii. You get a grade you want? Keep it
iv. The date is no longer meaningful
v. People have time!
g. One class each semester
h. Helps students stay engaged in the class
i. Faculty likes the new class environment
j. The system would be simpler, cleaner, and more efficient
k. No more dealing with crises in the middle of the semester
l. Academic exploration again
m. You still cannot pass/fail core curriculum
n. Cannot pass/fail within major
i. Unless already approved by dept.
o. Columbia College SC already voted to pass
p. Question:
i. Potential arguments against this?
1. Stop talking about PDF.
a. COI is sick of it
2. Faculty does not care, PDF does not exist to them
3. COI does not think this will affect many people
4. Previous arguments had to do with crises
a. Some COI members might not trust this new idea
b. Uncharted territory
5. Logistically? How does it work?
6. Put more pressure on the drop deadline?
q. Passes Unanimously
5. MilVet Event Presentation 
a. MilVet opened membership to all national Service members
i. Every country!
b. The goal is to gain publicity for MilVet group
c. Everyone who has been in national service can attend
i. To show people from other countries where service is mandatory that this is a support group for them, too
d. Co-sponsorship because Milvets does not have a lot of money
i. Not asking for much, though
e. Total amount requested:
i. Pizza - pl. 60
ii. Pizza  1 topping, 115
iii. Pizza GF 30
iv. Salad 40
v. Soda 25
vi. Total: 270
vii. Authorized request $300
f. Request 300 from co-sponsorship line item
i. Will be voted on in GSSC


IV. [bookmark: _wc8astrj2hj]STANDING  BUSINESS
A. [bookmark: _9rz2g5rxarjb]

V. [bookmark: _imax31m8tolw]COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FLOOR
This time is reserved for any General Studies Student Council Members to make announcements on items not on the agenda. A time limit of three (3) minutes per speaker and (25) twenty-five  minutes total shall be observed. NO action will be taken and the total time limit for this item shall not be extended.

VI. [bookmark: _4gbnma9yd0q5]PUBLIC COMMENT
This segment of the meeting is reserved for all non-Council members desiring to address the General Studies Student Council on any matter of concern, A time limit of three (3) minutes per speaker and ten (10) minutes per topic shall be observed. The law does not permit any action to be taken, nor extended discussion of any items not on the agenda. The General Studies Student Council may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed. (Brown Act §54954.3)

VII. [bookmark: _af7btkxpkddg]EXECUTIVE SESSION
This closed session is reserved for any General Studies Student Council Members to discuss and possibly take action on voting in the nominees for various, posted, council vacancies.  The public, and the nominees, will be asked to step out of the room while the council conducts this business. 

VIII. [bookmark: _tnp5v2850mm8]ADJOURNMENT
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