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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
March 19th 8:15 PM
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN​ that the General Studies Student Council of Columbia University will hold a REGULAR meeting on March 19th 8:15 PM. The meeting information is noted below. The General Studies Student Council reserves the right to suspend the orders of the day if necessary to conduct business. All General Studies Student Council meetings are held in locations that are wheelchair accessible. Other disability-related accommodations will be provided to persons with disabilities upon request. Persons requesting such accommodations should notify the General Studies Student Council President no less than three (3) working days prior to the meeting. The General Studies Student Council will make efforts to meet requests made after such date, if possible. Please also contact the General Studies Student Council Executive Board for any agenda-related questions.
I. Order of Business
A. Call to order
B. Roll Call
	Officer
	Status
	
	Officer
	Status

	President Nasser Odetallah
	P
	
	Treasurer Michael Galvin
	P

	VP of Policy Savanah Shulkin
	P
	
	*Finance Coordinator Rychard Tymakhovych
	P

	VP of Finance Simas Chacar-Palubinskas
	P
	
	Social Media Rep. Isabel Tenney
	P

	VP of Communications Oliver Neale
	P
	
	Technology Chair Jacob Resnick
	P

	VP of Campus Life Kat Zimmermann
	P
	
	*Content Coordinator Evan Edler
	P

	Chief of Policy Jonathan DuCloud
	P
	
	*Communications Coordinator Caroline Nicholson
	P

	Chief of Finance Eric Yu
	P
	
	Alumni Affairs Rep. Clara Kruijtzer
	P

	Chief of Communications Melanie Wells
	P
	
	International Students Rep. Aoife Houlihan
	P

	Chief of Campus Life Olivia McAlpine
	P
	
	Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS) Rep. Ilan Cohen
	U

	Student Services & Academic Affairs Rep. Oscar Wolfe
	p
	
	Community Service and Sustainability Rep. Jemima Kingdon Jones
	P

	First-Generation, Low-Income, and Working Students Representative Chelsey Giraldo
	p
	
	Senior Class President Faith Grady
	P

	Veteran Students Rep. Brian Williams
	E
	
	Senior Class Vice President Nick Feibel
	P

	Students with Disabilities Rep. Alec Rodriguez Stangle
	P
	
	First Year Class President Lily Canter
	P

	Diversity & Equity Rep. Madison Cabellos-Rivera
	P
	
	First Year Class Vice President Ayşe Lara Selçuker
	P

	Health & Wellness Rep. Malika Ali
	P
	
	Dual BA & Joint Program Rep. Taylor Moniz
	P

	*Commuting Students & Students with Families Rep. Walter Koike-Sieira
	P
	
	*Campus Life Coordinator Haya Fine
	P

	*Policy Coordinator Alina Kreynovich
	E
	
	University Senator Bruce Goumain
	P

	*Policy Coordinator Marquise Johnson
	P
	
	
	

	*Policy Coordinator May Tun
	P
	
	Voting Members: 27 → Quorum → 20                                        Total:
	_25_


 
C. Adoption of the Current Agenda for March 19th, 2024
1. Motion Passes/Fails- PASSES
D. Adoption of the Meeting Minutes from March 5th, 2024
1. Motion Passes/Fails-  PASSES
II. [bookmark: _2km9osd4lsrj]REPORTS
A. President
1. General Updates - 
a) Welcome Back - great to see you 
b) Lots of excitement coming up for the rest of the semester - fun + chaotic
c) 5 meetings left ! 
d) GSSC teaching and administration excellence form is closed but will leave open for a couple more hours so we can all fill it out! Nominate professor, TA, and admin! 
e) GS student leadership nominations closes next Tuesday (see website for specific GS awards) 
f) We are officially starting the election process 
B. Policy
1. Tonight we will hear from final two members of ETF
C. Finance
1. No
D. Communications
1. no
E. Campus Life
1. Gala Ticket Sales 
a) Gala tickets on sale this friday for senior pre-sale
(1) First general drop this sunday at 3 pm and tuesday at 10 pm
b) Guest tickets must be purchased by GS CUID holder - a week from friday we will do drop
c) Social media event for gala! This week
2. Upcoming Events
a) Dual BA + joint program Coffee chat next friday 10:30 in Lewisohn
b) More events will be presented on today
(1) Some old
(2) Some new
(a) Very exciting
F. Senate
1. Vote on FJLI space this friday, will be seen this
a) Possibly in butler?
(1) Ongoing discussion
2. GS representation in Battle of the Dining halls
a) Where were we?
b) Being discussed
3. Major representatives 
a) Students will be designated to foster a major community
(1) Make sure students are aware of opportunities and run events in their dept.
4. CU alum co-sponsorship
a) Will span all schools and also alumni!
b) Send in proposal this week
5. Vote for new co-chair in senate this week!
a) Update will be next week


III. NEW BUSINESS
1. GS Alliance Co-Sponsorship Presentation 
a. Presenting: Queer Cruise !
b. Davey Presenting
c. GS Alliance = designated LGBTQ club at GS 
d. Mission Goal: 
i. Unite and interrate GS community 
ii. This year = first major collab between columbia queer alliance and gs alliance → resulted in even distribution of students attending event 
iii. Integration into bacchanale eve event programming 
e. Requesting 3,000 
f. Event: 
i. April 5th , 2024 
ii. 7- 10 PM 
iii. Location: Pier 83 
iv. Operator: Circle Line Cruises 
v. Max Capacity: 600 
vi. Audience: 18+ / 21+ for alcoholic beverage purchase 
1. Drinks are not included 
vii. Ticket Price: 
1. 10 for CUID holders → 15 for non CUID holders, plus ones are allowed 
g. Theme: 
i. Nautical 
1. Sailors, sirens, and sea creatures 
h. Financial Breakdown: 
i. 11,000 = total cost shared by CQA + GSA 
ii. 4,000  = cost covered by GS Alliance 
iii. 1,500 = anticipated revenue (conservative estimation) 
i. Request from GSSC: 
i. 3,000 CO SPONSORSHIP requested 
ii. Promotional collaborations with comms team 
2. Approve Members for ETF 
a. Will be voted in exec session
b. Questions are now
c. Adam Hamid
i. For Secretary of the ETF
ii. Was in Marine Corp
iii. Then was in a FinTech startup
1. Super successful
iv. Now is treasurer of MILVET
v. Research assistant in POLI SCI dept. 
vi. Woo no questions
d. Clayton Smith 
i. Major in POLI SCI
ii. For Event Planner position on ETF
iii. Senior at GS
iv. Is a veteran, was in AIR FORcE for 6 years
1. Organized, communication skills
v. Any questions? 
1. Just about his position!
3. Housing Projects Presentation - Isabel 
a. Three parts, Oscar, Marquise, Alina
b. RA Role expansion, Changing housing portal, clarifying transfer and waitlist policies
c. Currently 4 RAs with the benefit of free housing during academic year, help students understand policies and assist students with transfers
d. Proposed: Summer positions to help students understand housing and increase resources available to those unfamiliar with the neighborhood
e. Employees of CC without unionizing
f. Portal is used for columbia residential
g. Transfer and waitlist policies
i. Transfer issue–same pool for all transfer requests with no form of need-based prioritization
ii. Students can get emergency transfers by emailing
iii. Proposal is to inform students that emergency transfers are possible, add ‘emergency transfer’ as an option on the website or within transfer application
iv. Waitlist issue–Rename waitlist ‘open selection’
4. Canva 
a. supposed to present last meeting (but that didn’t happen lol)
b. need to renew our Canva subscription
c. it automatically renewed, so we’re voting retroactively
d. Motion passes !
5. Coffee Circle Chat - Isabel
a. April 5th, 4 PM
b. Career/networking focus
c. Finance, consulting, pre-med, research @ columbia, etc.
d. JJ’s Catering– $70 request
e. Motion passes
6. International Students and Dual BA Trivia Night
a. amity hall / april 4th / 6-8pm
b. no ticket sales, and no need to form teams ahead of time
c. pizza will be provided, internationally themed trivia!
d. asking for $650 from the student events fund
i. deposit for space and trivia host, three flatbread pizza platters, and $150 worth of prizes from the bookstore
7. Lerner Pub Merch
a. April 4th, Thursday
i. Merch is for this
ii. Money that we had dried up
b. To be a part of Lerner Pub we are giving out merch
i. For seniors
c. Plastic water bottles as merch??
i. YES FUN
d. Can we move some finances around to get these at the Pub?
i. Yes?
e. Faith motions for 1,000 from senior class line item
i. passes
8. Prize Allocation for GSSC Survey
a. Did it 2 years ago (Spring 2022) -> information for policy leadership & University Senator
i. Policy initiatives & data for Senate
ii. Esp. because Senate position being renewed this year
b. Already have blueprint of old survey -> change slightly
c. Diff between our survey & GS admin
i. Theirs aimed at state of union / demographic - to see what is IN GS (us students knew & felt already)
ii. Our survey: what is wanted, specific initiatives we already have - what direction to go, more qualitative things, have opportunity for students to provide information they may not want to provide to admin
d. Lots of areas (housing, health, fin aid, student spaces & resources, dining, student life, research, extracurriculars, academics, advising, registration
e. Data from last survey ended up being shared w the deans & then sent to the trustees
f. Would add more about academics than last survey, ask more about research & opportunities as well, among other new things
g. Proposed timeline
i. Complete questions: April 9
ii. Survey available: April 11 - May 2
iii. Prizes given during reading week
iv. Analyzed & summarized to give to new E-Board after finals
h. Prize
i. $1,700 from GSSC Policy Initiatives + University Senator + extra line item
ii. Prize idea #1: IPad Pro (1-2)
iii. Prize idea #2: gift cards to bookstore (remainder of money if existing)
iv. Final breakdown of prices TBD
v. Allocation: $1,7000
i. Question
i. How many respondents were there for last survey?
1. 178 respondents (6-7% response rate for GS student body)
2. Note: primarily this is for council use - so even, say, 3 responses is very helpful to get policy ideas from
3. Note 2: wasn’t promoted heavily, done on a whim, during weird hybrid in-person/online w Covid -> low response rate
j. Motion: passes
9. CCSC x GSSC Iftal event
a. Asking for 500 dollars 
b. Date: Thursday April 4th 
c. Simas: this is reasonable→ only question: somewhere in the agreement it would be nice to include that GSSC is contributing 
d. Motion: passes

IV. [bookmark: _wc8astrj2hj]STANDING  BUSINESS

V. [bookmark: _imax31m8tolw]COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FLOOR
This time is reserved for any General Studies Student Council Members to make announcements on items not on the agenda. A time limit of three (3) minutes per speaker and (25) twenty-five  minutes total shall be observed. NO action will be taken and the total time limit for this item shall not be extended.

VI. [bookmark: _4gbnma9yd0q5]PUBLIC COMMENT
This segment of the meeting is reserved for all non-Council members desiring to address the General Studies Student Council on any matter of concern, A time limit of three (3) minutes per speaker and ten (10) minutes per topic shall be observed. The law does not permit any action to be taken, nor extended discussion of any items not on the agenda. The General Studies Student Council may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed. (Brown Act §54954.3)

VII. [bookmark: _af7btkxpkddg]EXECUTIVE SESSION
This closed session is reserved for any General Studies Student Council Members to discuss and possibly take action on voting in the nominees for various, posted, council vacancies.  The public, and the nominees, will be asked to step out of the room while the council conducts this business. 

VIII. [bookmark: _tnp5v2850mm8]ADJOURNMENT
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